
Clematis ‘Henryi’ 
Clematis ‘Henryi’ is a member of the Ranuncula-
ceae family.  It is planted in topiaries because of it’s 
vining habit and will grow up to 12’. The blooms are 
large and white to near white with no fragrance and 
brown stamens. Henryi blooms June and Septem-
ber and can be used on trellises and arbors.  Here 
it is used in the topiaries to keep the formal theme 
of the bed.  Clematis is hardy and it is poisonous if 
ingested and may cause skin irritation or allergic 
reaction if handled without gloves.  Prune it after 
flowering if necessary.  It is hardy to 20 degrees in 
zone 9. 

(Photo: Hibiscus syriacus ‘Diana’) 

 
Liriope Muscari, Aztec grass 
For a border, Liriope muscari (common 
names:Lilyturf, Liriope, Border Grass) was planted 
on the circumference of the bed for further defini-
tion in the formal design.  Liriope muscari, a lily, is 
a densely clumping, variegated grass-like ever-
green perennial with spikes of lilac purple blooms in 
early summer.  The spreading of liriope muscari 
occurs at a medium rate.  It is hardy to zone 6 
through 10.  Height 12-18” Spread 1-2’ 

 

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 
 
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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autumn. In full sun it blooms more abundantly 
than in partial sun.  Prune this tree at a young 
age for shape and flowering; trim an older tree 
only to reduce the size of it.  Height 7-8'  
 
Lantana camara 'Bandana White' 
A perennial with a mounding habit that is very 
heat tolerant.  It is a native of South America.  It 
prefers growing in full sun and is an attraction 
for hummingbirds, bees and butterflies.  This 
lantana flowers in late spring and summer.    
Because of the formal design the lantana is 
pruned to keep the mounding shape and re-
peats the white theme of the bed in its blooms.  
Height 16-20 inches. Spread 16-20 inches. 
 
Rhododendron hybrid ‘Robleg’ PP# 15227, 
Azalea ‘Encore Autumn Angel’ 
Autumn Angel is an evergreen shrub with pure 
white flowers and deep green foliage.  It grows 
in moist low pH soil, in either shade or morning 
sun and afternoon shade.  It blooms summer, 
spring and fall. Its shape (low and mounding) 
again repeats the formal theme.  It requires 
some trimming and frequent fertilization be-
cause  it is a frequent bloomer. Height 3’,  
spread 3’ 
 
Tulbaghia violacea, Society Garlic 
Society Garlic is a clump-forming (rhizome) her-
baceous perennial with narrow, grayish green 
leaves and large clusters of sweet-scented lav-
ender or lilac six pointed star like flowers.   The 
plant ‘s leaves and rhizomes smell like garlic 
while the blooms smell like hyacinths.  It blooms 
in mid-spring or late spring and early summer.  
The bulbs and leaves are edible and can be 
used like garlic and garlic chives.  It grows in full 
sun as a frequent bloomer and also in shade 
with less bloom. Tulbaghia violacea is drought 
tolerant and freeze hardy to 20 degrees. 
 

LPMGA Formal Garden  
 

The Formal Garden at the Demonstration Gar-
dens represents formal design on a small 
scale.  The frame of the garden is represented 
by the symmetry of the plantings on each side 
of the center or focus of the bed-Hibiscus 
"Diana", Rose of Sharon.  The color white is 
also used as a formal commonality within the 
garden and lilac is used as a secondary 
theme.  The color green, the foliage, gives 
contrast to these colors and is ever inviting 
and pleasing to the eye.  The brick edging and 
limestone pathway, as well as, the shapes 
and sizes of the plants and the use of a plant 
border represent the precision principle. 
 

Plants 
 
Hibiscus syriacus ‘Diana’, Rose of Sharon  
(photo right and reverse side) 
is planted in the center 
of the bed.  It is the 
main focus of the bed, 
the object of interest.  
The other plants in the 
bed have repeated 
characteristics of this 
tree in some way as 
an expression of the 
formal bed theme.  
This Hibiscus syriacus 
is a small deciduous 
tree with narrow pal-
mate, 3 lobed, dark 
green and coarsely 
toothed leaves and funnel shaped flowers that 
are pure white.  This particular Hibiscus syri-
acus is not commonly found in today’s land-
scaping.  It grows in full sun to part shade in 
well-drained soil, medium fertile and no peat. 
It is drought tolerant and blooms from June to  
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Formal Design  
 
The use of formal design in any garden bed is 
definitely achievable.  The gardens near Paris 
at Versailles represent the formal gardens in a 
very grand scale.  However, you can achieve 
formality within your landscape without the 
need of a large area in which to work. 
 
The first principle of formal design in a garden 
is symmetry.  What you plant on one half of 
the garden you plant on the other half, as a 
mirror image.  This creates a frame into which 
is needed an object of interest to the eye. 
   

The second principle is neatness.  Shrubs are 
carefully shaped and trimmed and some can 
be trained to grow in less than natural forms 
such as topiaries, archway growth or espal-
iered along fences. 
 
 
Precision, the third principle in formal garden 
design, is demonstrated by the use of hard-
scape such as the brick edging and limestone 
pathways.  Also, within the bed is a focus on 
the shapes and sizes of the plants.  


